USSMEAC Report: 

American Sexuality, Torture Aesthetics and Sadomasochistic Ethos

Training U.S. Military Personnel 

for Safe, Sane and Consensual 

Sadistic Information Gathering

The United States Sadomasochistic Ethical Advisory Commission (USSMEAC) catalogues herein our ethical suggestions to the Department of Defense and the Department of Homeland Security.  In particular, this report pertains to the training of future soldiers and intelligence gatherers in morally upstanding and yet effective interrogation methods.  USSMEAC is an Advisory Commission made up of representatives selected from the United States Sadomasochistic Community.  It is important that the gifted fetishists, the psychodramatists, the pain sluts and the sissyboys of our proud nation advise our Military Intelligence Industry on ethical power exchange.  The AltSex Community wants our Homeland to be conscientious while hedonistically attaining our democratic goals… Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.  We are patriots, we are proud and we know better than your average citizen how to torture humanely, here and abroad.  We give this advice freely and the sincere hope that civil liberties and human rights will be respected further due to our advisement in Training U.S. Military Personnel for Safe, Sane and Consensual Sadistic Information Gathering

S/M Ethics: At Home and Abroad

Due to the Abuse scandal at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq and several others like it on both the British and American Fronts an ethical debate on Interrogation Techniques has left the Nation and the world in a moral dilemma.  As a populous, we are trying to decide, what is torture?  What is legally allowable to enhance the intelligence elucidation in our prisoners of war, yet still not considered torture?  How important is our respect in the eyes of the world?  Do we expect others to follow the Geneva Conventions if we publicly disavow them?

Is it possible that the U.S. Sadomasochist community might present an excellent role model?  Certainly, the Current Administration could use an experienced guide to re-educate them on the Ethics of Humane Torture.  It is fairly well agreed upon, we would like to keep our boys and the people they torture Safe and Healthy while they play together.  Is it possible that this international game of Violation and Betrayal could be played without being immoral?  Could we offer a new kind of strategy for War?  Is there a more fruitful and erotic way to engage the enemy?  How can we envision our interrogational relations with them?  Can we all get our war on in a groovy, hot scene without victimization?

These are difficult questions.  We may not live to see a world of solely humane conflict in our lifetimes.  But, along the moral continuum, our nations experts in Ethical Torture may just be those of the Sadomasochistic persuasion. USSMEAC presents the following: a code of torture positive ethics that includes a deep respect for all peoples and their inaliable rights as human beings.  The USSMEAC SM Ethical Torture Method allows for information gathering, stern interrogations and perverse revelry without victimization. 

The USSMEAC SM Ethical Torture Method

The Power of our armed forces often calls upon the essence of the authority that the Psychodramatic fantasy escapades entail.  The connection between Dominance and Orgasm, Power and Submission, Discipline and Surrender, Pain and Alterity is often a recurring theme in our sub-culture; so too, with Prisoners and their Interrogators.  The Power of our weapons, the Power of our speed, the Power of our intelligence gathering, the Power of our mighty libidos, none of this goes without notice in a well-rounded session of erotic, psycho-dramatic rough trade.  The unfortunate practice of War may have originated as an offshoot of deviant sexual engagement.  But, the similarities between proud perverts, some of who engage in dominance as a erotic human behavior, and Armed Forces Command and Control also have their differences.  Since we have failed to follow the rules of war in this recent conflict, common decency suggests that Military Ethicists should consult their forebears, the society of sensual dominants who have bourn out the essence of war in consensual inter-personation from time immemorial.

We sexual deviants abide by our own code.  We function on trust and utilize the following core concepts: Informed Consent, the Respecting of Limits, Subjugant Confidentiality, Avoidance of Blaming, Hearing Feedback, Cautious Approaches to Darkside S/M and Switching.  These concepts of interpersonal respect apply to the ritually charged relations between Enemy Combatants and their Keepers at this time.  The USSMEAC has explored at length the possibilities of posing the application of Ethical Torture along Sadomasochistic lines for near future prisoner interrogations.  It is our hope that these comparative analyses might shed some light on the practical application of a new torture method, utilizing tactics that would not be considered cruel or inhumane under international law while still reigning supreme.

Informed Consent

Contrary to popular belief, most U.S. Perverts have a deep respect for human rights.  In any responsible Sadomasochistic power-exchange, Informed Consent is a prerequisite.   This is not for fear of the Law… this is voluntary practice.  In particular, anything that might have lasting physical or emotional effect is usually discussed before engagement in a socially acceptable aberration.  It is conversation and agreement that makes an otherwise demented rewriting of popular roles between loving couples or groups a humane art.  

Whether a submissive is erotically charged by full body suspension, days on end in a straight jacket, serving as toilet, heartlessly hard beatings, forced kneeling for long periods and/or verbal humiliation (just for starters), all of these unusual acts start with trust.  Informed Consent is the only respectful way to actively support your partners in their actual human sexual potentials without scarring the project of respect for human rights.  Trust is the fence that keeps abuse out of our scene.  Could this apply to the security of our homeland?

Actually, in the infamous Schlesinger Report, U.S. Federal Government elaborated their concepts of consent by claiming that all terrorists are consenting to torture by choosing the life of terrorist.

“Ethical Foundations of Detention and Interrogation

Within our values system, consent is a central moral criterion on evaluating our behavior towards others.  Consent is the manifestation of the freedom and dignity of the person and, as such, plays a critical role in moral reasoning.  Consent restrains, as well as enables, humans in their treatment of others.   Criminals, by not respecting the rights of others, may be said to have consented – in principle – to arrest and possible imprisonment.  In this construct – and due to the threat they represent – insurgents and terrorists “consent” to the possibility of being captured, detained, interrogated, or possibly killed.1”

-From the Final Report of the Independent Panel to Review DoD Detention Operations, Appendix H, James R. Schlesinger, August 2004

Though the concept of war and the rules of war apply only to those in national armies instead of those attempting to win their independence or considering themselves international insurgents, as a subculture that prefers a more personal and relational kind of consent, we would like to see if there is a middle ground between the Sadomasochistic concept of Informed Consent and the Bush League doctrine of Informed Consent.  Let us ask a few simple questions.  What if Prisoners of War freely gave their informed consent to be tortured?  Do we know which methods of domination our Enemy Combatants prefer?  Are there enough masochistic personalities in the global theatre to fill our camps with volunteers instead of prisoners?  To the naïve mind this may seem implausible, but our research implies that there is a vast and untapped reservoir of people from all nations who might even pay for the kind of attention Guantanamo Bay and other internment camps provide.  Perhaps the information-gathering arm of the CIA should become more seductive, more libidinal, more like a lover not a fighter?

Perhaps the Pentagon might take a lesson from Alfred Kinsey.  Ask nicely (and dress a little sassier) and you may find willing volunteers offering to submit to many more legal and illegal tortures than you had previously thought possible.  Just getting a list of preferred mistreatments may already amount to an informed semi-consent.  At the very least we have a conception of personal taste, which can lead to chemistry and erotic exchange later.  Some spontaneity and surprise are lost in an open discussion of the future.  That’s is true.  But, without consent, “your safety and competence as a top are violated.2” Pg 72 If America is to remain on top, we must be competent oppressors.  If this dysfunctional cycle of predator drones and suicide bombings is to flourish into a love affair between good and evil then international, interpersonal relational roles need to be discussed.

The Practice of Surrender as Playing at Submission

U.S. Military Command and Control has some fabulous propaganda wings.  Why has heavy artillery been used so often instead of winning the hearts and minds of the evil others who resist our dominance?  USSMEAC would like to point out that dominance can be a mass eroticized psychological and physical process with the potential to eliminate the need for military industries.  What if our weapons program moneys were reallocated to wardrobe and hedonistic excess in our covert prisons and war crimes tribunals?  

Many of our fundamentalist brothers and sisters from the Jewish/Christian/Muslim trinity of monotheistic reactionaries might find a transitional commonality along the inherently masochistic concepts that they can agree upon.  Throw in some of those old commies, a little Buddhism, Hinduism and the wide variety of pantheistic, neo-pagan, animistic and/or atheistic lines, we would certainly have a Global hit.  By replacement of military weapons production with Adult Real TV documentation of these ‘indoctrinations’, we might have the kind of ratings that the Abu Ghraib scandal produced without any complaints from the Red Cross or Amnesty International.  If we can sell the world on Equal Opportunity Real TV Interrogations, actionable intelligence won’t be needed.  Donald Rumsfeld can host the International Martyr Star Search Show.

Can Global Security be achieved through the spectacle of international prisoner abuse as a performance of Human Rights Abuses without any actual War Crimes?  With the funding reserved annually from the Military Budget for Lockheed Martin alone, we would have a chance at world peace globally and a pseudo sex-war transmitted from the roof of the United Nations to the world.  This experiment in public outing of the erotic submission entailed in new globalism and its effect on international conflict will give our species a deeper understanding of the humane ways to explore our dark side.  The erotic display of force is enough to enlist the allegiance of the majority of the global populous.  If this becomes ritual media, tactical perversion could be the key to stopping the murder of innocents.  Let all blood spilled on earth be based on love.  Passion decriminalized, war illegal.  Dark Eros could be an all-volunteer activity.  Let true dominants of all populations converge on a great stage magnetizing all willing submissives for Operation Psychodrama.  

Again, Dominance is not domination without a submissive player.  He or she must make a practice of submission.  They are not actually suffering from lack of will.  They will themselves to your dominion, an act of empowerment for you both.  Dominance is a game, never won, never permanent, never real or all encompassing.  The world is full of those unweaned, forever searching for a leader, a charismatic cult hero, a neoconservative fascist father, an angry yet wistful mother, both in one.  They crave dominance and would vote for it democratically if allowed.  Therefore, material Force is unnecessary.  

Try it yourself… let random-cyclical, ‘natural’ flux control your life and death.  Surrender to the pleasure and pain of international dominance and submission games and celebrate your mortal ruin as sexual phantasm. Surrender away from wired ecstasy and touch yourself while ignoring any comfortable replacement for the lack of control you feel.  Starve for a while.  Feel the real awe, the actual awe that we don’t want to feel, the awe of being born into these meat sacks… confronted with deferred mortality and time on earth… without control except the sex-political reward promised for tormenting each other and all other life for sense rewards that will become senile waste in the rubbish bin of memory.  

History is just cum dripping between your legs.  Surrender.  It may take some practice.  Fail.  Let subcognition win.  Give up. Give up.  Play dead.  Give up on poise.  Masturbate the battlefield into fantasy.  Play.  Play at submission.  War is over.  War is just want… just more temporary satisfaction of lust.  Justice is predicated on letting your love flow.  Stop rape, stop war, stop injustice… play hard but don’t let real violence rape super-sensuality.  Landmines are not sexy.  If the military can be all volunteer, the prisoners of war can be all volunteer as well.  Enlist as a POW in the lovecorps, televise it and save the world.
Respecting Limits

USSMEAC is attempting to aid in the global realization that the relations between Captor and Insurgent are playful at heart.  But even after we have replaced the U.S. torture chambers with funky-chic dungeons, even after all security procedures emanate from the trusting safe space of informed consent, even after our all volunteer POW community is recruited, trained, ready and willing to submit to the U.S. SexForces Media Project, we have to remember to Respect our prisoners limits and our own.  Though many of us on both sides of power-play relations suffer from megalomaniacal, narcissistic and infantile ego swellings/shrinkages, we are not so sociopathic as to advocate war or limitless violence.  These are regressions, primitively literal and unimaginative.  This is deviance as apposed to the pathology of Abu Ghraib.

Ethical players negotiate their power syndrome in good faith.  This means that the future of torture needs limits, collaborative limits respected in real time between the torturer and the tortured.  Informed consent cannot prophesize the future of any interrogation.  For instance, what if the prisoner wants a hood and some forced masturbation.  Say the Occupier doesn’t really feel good about doing those things to their little slut-thing.  Perhaps the person playing the persona of security is uncomfortable with the cultural connotations of a hood or they find masturbation a tasteless turnoff in general, preferring electroshock and a little forced grooming.  What is a humane torturer to do?  If we are in a [safe secret-jail space], a simple reference to limits should be enough to command respect and reel in the fantasy.  It might be enough to just say, “ I can only comfortably give you Forced nudity (around others) and maybe some asphyxiation, OK?”  This is called respecting limits.

Now, in order for the international dynamic duos to retain their roles as faux dominator and make-believe oppressed, all people born, being human, living in and on a world they do not and cannot own, alive and temporarily at that and therefore biologically equal, a safe word is often used.  A safe word is agreed upon to slow or stop any action that becomes too much for any erotic alt-sex border play.  This is a code word between respectful partners in crime.  Often a safe word is a non-castrating word like ‘Gumdrops’ or ‘Pepsi’.  Words like ‘Stop You Jewish/Christian/Muslim Bastard!’ ‘Please Just Kill Me’ or ‘Yankee, Go Home!’  are usually saved for titillation.  In a post-resistance world, we must work together to exorcise the demons of power inherent in our primate heritage.  So make your safe words desexed and eroticize your other commentaries.

Subjugant Confidentiality

For many, the secret life of fetishism, Sadomasochism and even homosexuality is theirs to keep.  For professional reasons or other more violent repercussions, many, in and out of the military profession, prefer a ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ approach.  Certainly others relish exhibitionism, public humiliation and/or being photographed in a compromised position.  A prisoner of war should be asked before waiving their rights to Confidentiality.  Their privacy should be respected.  Confidentiality is respected among The Medical Community, The Therapeutic Community and the Alt-Sex Community.  The Military Community should be more respectful of their experimental art projects.  Certainly, the camera is a fabulous embarrassment device.  But the Public Release of Abuse Photos over the internet blew chunks all over the Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhumane or Degrading Treatment.  For this reason Appendix A Contains a sample Interrogator/Unlawful Combatant Model Release and Questionnaire for those who volunteer to be shown on Torture TV.

Boundaries and Blaming

Personal boundaries are on the surface of your body, your skin, your orifices and your cognitive processing methods for engaging the sensate world.  But personal boundaries are also psychological, social and symbolic.  For instance, War forms new boundaries, it alters borders as well as social space and it tends to disrupt interpersonal perceptual attitudes and afflict the bodies crushed, burned, disemboweled and often left alive but in great disrepair.  The effect of War is degrading on all sides.  There is no joyous side to take.

Instead, there is a tendency for the psychosocial and the body to intersect in a show of blame.  This blame forms allegiances to the vengeance of authority, overkill from above, overkill from below.  This hardens the boundaries, forming rigidity of Body contour and Social relations.  Often the victim is blamed in order to insure victory.  Often the oppressor is blamed for being intolerant and intolerable.  Often the victims are sympathized with, due to compassion towards presumed innocence.  Often the oppressor is identified with due to the immense complexity of our simple chemical imbalances.  Humanity tends towards inconsistency as these four reactions blend into a morass of confused identity.  

Concepts of justice then become a blurry mess of halfhearted immobility.  Ethical Torture allows for this confusion, not without difficulty, but without simplification into blame and the dichotomies blame produces.  Two concepts of humane Sadomasochistic practice aid in the rare and effective display of these enigmatic power relations, Darkside SM and Switching (see below.)  A simpler starting place might be akin to softening the softening.  A good Dominator should help the prisoner get into role.  Try opening their interior boundaries with love.  Like the labor of unforced fisting, soften in waves and the boundaries will open for you.  If a boundary is ravaged by any method other than mean, ethical, loving sadism it will break into shrapnel and insanity instead of enthusiasm and catharsis.  

Hearing Feedback

USEMEAC suggests Doms and Subs on the world scene be acutely attuned to any and all feedback from each either when in ‘Real Conflict TV.’ Sensitivity and acknowledgment of difference implies a nuanced relationship.  One must not only hear the words but He or She needs to intuit from non-verbal cues, i.e. moans, groans, body language.  Depersonalization of ‘the enemy’ in conflict has a long propaganda history.  Public memory is so stultified that the inhuman monster role can and has shifted drastically for all cultures in need of domination/resistance for perpetuation of cohesion.  An ethical torture garden leaves time for listening to feelings.  Validate your partner.  Let them know you are there for them and their exhausting soap opera of enactment.  Fill the airtime with conversation and adjustments.  Not everybody is entertained by brutality alone.  There is a link between fantasy and reality, love and hate, cold and warm blood.  

Darkside S/M

So far, our Ethical Advisory Commission has focused on a pacifistic, utopian vision for the future of neurotic and territorial outlets.  By talking about Darkside S/M, we implicate our Ethical Authority by underscoring some of the problems of our tactical suggestions.  Darkside S/M is a contentious form of power-play.  Though present in all social relations, Darkside S/M utilizes historical inequality as an erotic component of a fantasy power performance.  Often icons of taboo power are called upon as symbols of erotic nature.  It is not unusual to find references to Nazism, Royalty, Slavery or Military posturing.  

In our community Darkside is often condoned as therapy for torturers/torturees through historical reenactment.  It is hoped that safe-space revisions of the psychic space of inequality would lead to more empathy and acceptance instead of perpetuating prejudice.  But fighting fascism through fascist fetish fashion has a dangerous lineage to contend with.  We have tried to advise the International War Machine against the reinforcement of symbolic power relations.  In this proposal of global televised power relations as the acting out of our useless megalomaniacal dreams, we hope there is a potential for categorical softening.  We would like to see world inequality conform to dramatic mediated staging instead of actual intolerance.  But, the recreating of cultural trauma has a danger to it.  

Shadowplay can quickly devolve into hate crime and more of this endless hellish cycle of war.  The shadow world is undead, constantly resurrecting its callous, detached, genocidal liquidation of biomass.  Wishing that play can constrain the forces of dire actuality does not automatically reel in intolerance.  We can only underscore that there is a thin line between the devil’s advocate and the devilish glee of rampant victimisation.  Therefore, it is advised to proceed with caution when entering into a scene with such symbolic potency.  At the very least, try to be informed about your fantasy roles, their origins and perpetuation of future deformations.

We reserve our access to the horrific as a symbolic right for open play.  Reenactment of trauma is often a way towards owning any inequality that had previously been imposed by external forces.  Some Punk Rock inspired philosophies are able to use Icons of Evil as Counter Propaganda tools by divesting them of any meaning or context.  But, not every proud pervert plays with such contentious shows of semiotic force.  For some, the wounds are too recent, the haters and vampires too near their door, their sympathetic tendrils too aware of present day incarnations of fascism for these dark and taboo styles to be humorous or hot.  The politically progressive is not always politically correct but recreating Cultural Trauma can insinuate reactionary pride.  

This is a fault line that needs transparent exploration and varieties of extrapolation in order to secure a world without war.  In particular, the special role of Race, Gender, Class, Age, Body Parts (i.e. feet, hair, armpits, orifices), Religion, Body Adornment, Weight, Species, Self Consciousness, Scents, Attachments, Vanillaism, Hetero/Homo/Bi/Trans/Ambi Sexualities, Deformities, Eccentricities, Cults and othe Mass Movements, Excrements, all Varieties of Helplessness and/or Imperiousness, Nationalism, Elaborate Ritual Scenarios, the Sensual and the Repulsive, Pain for many, Tickling for a few; all of these foci need cognitive attention by actors in this world media proposal. 

Switching

One option for emphasizing equality in power-drama is the concept of switching.  Being able to change personas while role-playing is a sign of flexibility.  Contra to suppositions of secure identity, switching roles works to undermine such presumptuousness.  Any careful analysis of history can see that the switching of identities has flip-flopped over and over throughout the eons (i.e. Paul Revere, Patty Hearst)  Let detainees be detainers, let captors become captives.  If we are able to provide options for multiple inversions of power, this show of power may reveal the insidious stupidity of pride/shame master/slave dichotomies.  In particular, the need to be first, right, top-dog and expert might be seen as vacillating on all sides.  Switching enables a player to envision themselves in other positions.  It is a difficult challenge, which asks for resilience, nuance and an appreciation of true pluralism.  The current state of war lacks a propensity for switching.  

Try Apologizing!

All of these fetish inspired rules of play may not be enough.  Informed Consent, the Respecting of Limits, Subjugant Confidentiality, Avoidance of Blaming, Hearing Feedback, Cautious Approaches to Darkside S/M and Switching can be tools to work towards a the process of implementing ethical torture according to the U.S. Sadomasochistic Ethical Advisory Commission.  But there is no guarantee that abuses like Abu Ghraib will never occur again.  Simulated and sublimated warlike drama might function as an attenuator for the vicious carnage of less mature theatres of garish obliteration.  There is one more bit of advice this commission has toward the end goal, the end of terror.  

We realize that the all-volunteer army of global submissives, though potentially huge, might not erase the real threat of direct action insurgents, wartime prisoner abuses and atrocities against civilians.  It’s true, ‘Fetish Real TV’ might not work as a cure all against deadly conflict.  Though mass mind is banal enough to let cinema convert us to a world of decadent hedonism without actual terror, there is a tendency of all nations and tribes to let the shadow world of murderous rampage color the landscape red once more, to feed the plants our rotting flesh and fuck the dead for short-term revelry… Hutu/Tutsi, Serb/Croat, New Rome/Iraq.  Some simple advice for the hard-edged, violent differences enacted by and upon every population on this small world: try apologizing!  Sexual repression and denial of guilt go hand in hand.  If sensuality is a path towards the end of war, we must also say we are sorry for past slaughter.  This is the romantic quest for forgiveness.  We are imperfect.  Every person on earth has a murderer in his or her lineage.  For the fight to stop we have to bow down low, switch off on those shows of humility, kiss each other’s feet, make up and make out.  

USSMEAC Conclusions:

The United States Sadomasochistic Ethical Advisory Commission (USSMEAC) catalogues herein our ethical suggestions to the Department of Defense and the Department of Homeland Security.  In particular, this report pertains to the training of future soldiers and intelligence gatherers in morally upstanding and yet effective interrogation methods.  We function on trust and utilize the following core concepts above and beyond abiding by strict adherence to the rules of war: Informed Consent, the Respecting of Limits, Subjugant Confidentiality, Avoidance of Blaming, Hearing Feedback, Cautious Approaches to Darkside S/M and Switching.  These concepts of interpersonal respect apply to the ritually charged relations between Unlawful Combatants and their Keepers at this time and in the Big Picture, Long Term Counter Terrorism Planning.  The USSMEAC has explored at length the possibilities of posing the application of Ethical Torture along Sadomasochistic lines for near future prisoner interrogations.  It is our hope that these comparative analyses might shed some light on the practical application of a new torture method, utilizing tactics that would not be considered cruel or inhumane under international law while still reigning supreme.  We give this advice freely and the sincere hope that civil liberties and human rights will be respected further due to our advisement in Training U.S. Military Personnel for Safe, Sane and Consensual Sadistic Information Gathering

The New Topping Book, Dossie Easton and Janet W. Harding, Greenery Press, 2003 under the rubric of BDSM Ethics.
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